THE  MASTER OF  DESTINIES

burdened; yet that they suffered pressing encouragement to
cease lawlessness and to engage in honest toil. The means
he used to smash tribal strength were unorthodox, to say
the least of it. He summoned several sheikhs to Teheran,
the right ones at the right time, to discuss the law and
order of their domains. Where he had reason to doubt
the loyalty of any sheikh, that sheikh was not allowed to
return, but became a permanent guest of the state, lucky
not to follow, upon their last journey, some of his less
fortunate colleagues from whom special information had
been necessary. Report says that \vhen Riza considered
it in the interests of Iran that a tribe be humbled, he sent
police, armed with the authority of the tribal sheikh him-
self, previously induced by arts of persuasion unpractised
in more civilized countries, to sign on the dotted line.

He had some difficulty with the Lurs, cousins of the
warlike Bakhtiari. At his command the Governor of
Luristan invited twelve leaders to a conference. On
their arrival he hanged them in a row. Goaded to
fury, the Lurs proceeded to boil alive all the state officials
they could lay hands upon, and continued to rebel against
the stern new smuggling edicts. Thereupon Riza bought
all their donkeys and mules at about a quarter of the market
value, thus depriving them of their means of transport,
and making it unprofitable to replace their loss from across
the border,

A king can do no wrong. By the same token he must
do no wrong. Not for three hundred years has Iran been
so contented, prosperous, and safe as under Riza Shah
Pahlevi. Apart from rapid progress, he is restoring historic
ruins, and is reputed to be building a luxurious palace of
alabaster polished on both sides to give exotic transparency.
Thus perhaps he hopes to outbid the past, that generations
yet unborn shall cede him pride of place, above even
Abbas the Great. The Shah of Persia has ever been likened
to the Ornament in the Cheek of the Eternal Empire. Riza
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